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A Quick Trip to Maine  
 

This summer 10 people from Grace UMC took a quick 

trip to Maine.  We planned our four day trip in about 

three weeks.  We got financial support from you, the 

members who made donations, the churchôs Together for 

Tomorrow funds, and a generous gift from UMW. We 

were able to go because another mission group had 

cancelled (which I learned at Annual Conference). Our 

projects included tearing off a porch, disassembling a 

ramp so it could be used again, and gutting a small 

bathroom, then repairing the walls.  But a mission trip is 

more than the sum of the work that we accomplish. 
 

When we go away on a mission trip we get to see the world from a different perspective.  

How often do we look at others and say: ñI canôt imagine what that is likeò.  

A mission trip is an opportunity to see how the church family engages with the community in 

different places.  The United Methodist Economic Ministry in Maine has a thrift store, a 

food pantry, a warming center in the winter, emergency funds for people in crisis, and a 

housing ministry in the summer. 

The mission work that we do together is a concrete and visible way of putting our faith into 

action. It puts the flesh onto the words of our faith, and when we return from a mission trip 

we are challenged to find ways to meet the real needs of our own community. 

We strengthen our own community when we spend time working together, whether on a trip, 

or on a local project. 
 

After all of that I must add that most mission trips include some elements of 

fun. Those of us who were lucky enough to go on this yearôs mission trip to 

Maine had no doubt that we would like to go back. So we scheduled a week 

for next June. There are 24 beds at the Economic Ministry (10 are top bunks, 

and more are welcome if you can sleep on the floor) If you are interested, let 

me know. Weôll be getting together in the fall to plan some fundraisers, and 

talk about specifics.  

 

Thanks again to all who supported this yearôs trip, and especially to all who 

came along: Angelique, Dick, Katie, Kristi, Laurie, Marissa, Matt, Nadia, 

Sabrina. 
 

Peace and blessings, 

   Barbara 
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Vacation Bible School 
   
We just had an Amazing time voyaging to outer space, 

where we learned how is God is Amazing, Wonderful, 

Incredible, Awesome, and Magnificent.  

 

We learned about creation, and how important it is to 

take care of the works of God. We learned how God 

was with Elijah and children were reminded that God 

is always with them, just like the moon is always next 

to the earth, even when it can't be seen. 

 

We learned that Jesus knew the women at the well, 

and knew all about her, and how God created the stars, 

and knows all of them by name just as he knows us. 

We met the blind beggar that Jesus healed, and about 

comets and how a comet is nothing more than a dirty 

snowball in outer space until it comes close to the sun 

it transforms into a brilliant glow, just as their lives are 

transformed as they grow in a deeper relationship with 

God.  

 

On our final day Jesus appears on the road to Emmaus; 

on that day we learned that a supernova is an explod-

ing star giving birth to new stars, just as Jesusô life and 

resurrection gives new birth to all who believe in him. 

 

Each day we came together for supper, and opening 

assembly. The cadets enjoyed science, and crafts, 

songs, recreation, and of course met their new friend 

Galileo. 

 

Thank you for all you prayers, your donations, and 

your service. As usual we had a great group of cadets, 

and a great crew of Volunteers. Thank you all. 

Pam Mavrelion 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready  

for Rally Day!  
September 12. 2010 at 9:45  

Join us at 9:45 for music, 

fun, registration, entertain-

ment and so much more as 

we kick off our 2010-2011 Sunday School program.  

We have some new teachers this year and are very 

excited to meet all of you. Come see who we will 

study about this year. It promises to be a fun pack, 

spiritual year. You wonôt want to miss out.  

Pam Mavrelion  

Maegan, Kevin, Jonathan  

 VBS PICTURES!! 

Terry   Nadia, Kristan  
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