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Grace Notes 

 January/February 2012 
The Monthly Newsletter of Grace United Methodist Church of Lynn, MA. 

Dear Grace UMC Disciples, 

As we begin 2012, I continue to be in awe of the ways in which God is working in our congregation.  In 

January we are marking significant events in the life of our congregation. 

Sanctuary Dedication. January 29 at 3:00 p.m.  Our relationship with church buildings can be complex.  

We often store our spiritual memories in the physical structures of churches, and that can make change 

a challenge for us.  In some respects, a building is nothing more than a roof over our heads where we 

Ŏŀƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ people.   

We are people who gather together to be the hands and feet of Jesus, regardless of whether we gather 

in a sanctuary, or ς as many congregations without a building do ς gather in school auditoriums, movie 

theaters, or coffee shops. 

At the same time, church buildings provide important sacred space for us to gather in worship, 

education, and fellowship.  At Grace, we are fortunate to have a beautiful building that -- through the 

stewardship of those who journeyed in faith before us -- we have been able to modernize and renovate 

to be a sacred space for people to come together and worship God.  The building will also provide the 

service of space for people to come together in our community.  We presently host a weekly bible study 

in Spanish, and have already hosted the annual gathering of the Essex County Community Organization, 

a faith-based organizing group.  We will continue to seek ways for our building to be of use in the 

mission of the church.  Our newly renovated building, if maintained well, should serve the 

ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜŀōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ   

Although my tenure at Grace has only been for a small part of the project, I have marveled at the grace 

with which the building team has led the congregation in this project.  Each of us has a vision and 

opinions that we favor regarding the many decisions around design, color, windows, et. al.  The team, 

consisting of Laurie Hezekiah-Cox, Pat Baird, Dana Barclay, Val Deland, Barbara Herber, Florence 

Hezekiah, Mary Malone, and Linda Porter, has mediated these differences and managed architects, 

contractors, and the expectations of the congregation.  They have brought the project to completion ς 

an enormous task -- and we owe them our sincere thanks and will have an opportunity to do so on 

January 29. 

New Leadership Posts.  This year, your Nominations Committee has been hard at work!  We are 

welcoming many new people into committees and teams.  We are grateful to everyone who has said 

άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ {ŀǾƛŀΣ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Church Council, and to Georgia Iudiciani, who will begin a term as one of our lay leaders.  I am very 

grateful to Tom Watkins for his insight and steady leadership of the Council during the transition of 

pastors this year.  Membership on Grace UMC committees is always open to members of Grace.  All are 

invited to contact the pastor or lay leaders when you feel called to serve! 

I give thanks to God for the gifts in our congregation.  Let us continue to pray for one another as we 

embark on a new year of ministry together at Grace! 

Grace and peace, Ted. 
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News from the Clothes Closet  

Saturdays 10am-12N  

 
Clothes Closet volunteers report that they have been very 

busy during the holiday season.  People are lining up at 

9am prior to the 10am opening.  The closet has opened 15 

to 20 minutes earlier  due to the cold.   

There is a great need for WINTER CLOTHES AND 

COATS! Also boots, shoes and new 

underwear. 

 
Donations may be dropped off during 

office hours, Monday through Friday, 

9:00am-1:00pm or on Saturday morn-

ing at the ramp entrance .  

 

It is a good idea to call the church office at 781-599-4050 

before you come.  Please ring the bell for entrance.  

Clothes can be left in the ramp along the wall. 

 

Please contact Pat Baird if you would like to help. 

781-581-2173 

From the Trustees 

 
Please remember to turn the lights off when your group is 

leaving the church building.  Thank you!! 

My Brotherôs Table 
In order to have a greater impact with our 

holiday giving at Christmas in 2011, we  

decided to concentrate our local mission  

efforts on My Brotherôs Table.  The results were very 

positive, meaningful and appreciated! 

 
Thanks to everyone who donated to My Brotherôs Table 

at Christmas time. We were able to bring down to the  

Table hundreds of warm winter hats and gloves, socks, 

toiletries and sweat shirts. 

 

Also your financial gifts totaled $415.00. Many of these 

contributions were given to MBT in the name of friends 

and relatives as gifts. 

 

Executive Directory Diane Hills expressed great  

appreciation to the congregation of Grace for their  

generous donations. 

Grace United Methodist Women 
 

The next meeting of Grace United Meth-

odist Women will be held on Saturday 

March 3rd 2012 from 12:00-2:00pm. This 

meeting will be a green auction with all 

funds raised going to the missions that we help 

locally and globally.  We will be having sand-

wiches and small desserts for lunch. 

 

Please let me know if you will need a ride or if 

you are unsure of whether the meeting will be 

held due to winter weather!  617-257-0673  

 

So let your imagination run wild, and bring in 

something green, and make sure itôs wrapped up! 
 

Pam Mavrelion 

The Bertolon Center for  

Grief and Healing 

 

There are several programs being offered 

to help those dealing with the loss of a 

loved one through the Center for Grief and 

Healing.  For more information phone 

9978-774-5100 or email grief@hns.org. 

A note from Bobbie  

Regarding the ñClothes Closetò 
 

To all of my dear wonderful loving friends who 

help their fellow man with grace and style and to 

all the recipients of your kindness who silently 

bless you. 

 

Anyone who loses faith in human nature:  Anyone 

who does not believe in the intrinsic goodness of 

people: Anyone who has seen the dark side of 

people who act without love of God turned toward 

loving deeds to man..Let him come on Saturday 

AM to Grace Church and he/she will see the true 

meaning of goodnessï Christian loving kindness 

and he/she shall be renewed. 

 

Signed with great eternal thanks  

and enormous love, 

Bobbie 
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Building Implementation Team 
 

 

Celebrate!  

Our building is com-

plete!  While there are 

still a few things that 

still need to take place, 

we have been cleared 

for 

 occupancy and are able to use the building as we de-

termine. 

 

We are aware that we are still experiencing heating 

issues.  However, the problems are more complex 

than renovations.  We are bringing in all the necessary 

vendors to determine what the problem is and find a 

solution. 

 

The building team has worked diligently on your be-

half and appreciates your patience and your flexibility 

during this time.   

 

We will be handing over the building to the Trustees 

for maintenance once all of the final construction   

issues have been cleared up. 

 

Please be sure to join us on Sunday, January 29th at 

3:00 p.m. to re-consecrate our building.  We will be 

celebrating this important step in our journey as Grace 

UMC.  There will be fellowship and tours following 

the service. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

Laurie Hezekiah-Cox or Linda Porter. 

 

From UM Hymnal #383, ñThis is the Day of New 

Beginningsò v4.  Christ is alive, and goes before usΟ

to show and share what love can do. ΟThis is a day of 

new beginnings;Οour God is making all things new.  

 
 

The Building Team 

Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all those who purchased Holiday cakes and 

cookies from the Mass Coalition for the Homeless.   

$172. from Grace went to the Coalitionôs  

ñA Bed for Every Childò program. 

From the Finance Committee 
Thank you all so very much for making the end of last 

year and the start of this year 

so encouraging. We made a 

substantial payment to the 

conference for our Mission 

Shares for the first time since 

2009.  

 

We had a great stewardship campaign with an increase 

in pledges which greatly assist in our financial plan-

ning and health. Our budget looks as if we are on a 

good path.  

 

Grace Church also starts the new year with a great new 

worship space, new kitchen, new furniture. Great op-

portunity for us to grow the faithful. Thanks to all of 

you. 

     Joan Comeau 

Contact Information  
Pastor: The Rev. Ted Crass 

Wyoma Square:  374 Broadway 

Mailing address:  Grace UMC of Lynn 

         P. O. Box 8070 

         Lynn, MA 01904 

Church Office Open Daily 9am-1pm 

Chris Alexander, Administrative Assistant 9am-1pm 

Church Office Phone:  781-599-4050 

Fax:  781-599-6136 

E-Mail:  Graceumcoflynn@verizon.net  

Website: www.gracelynn.org 
 

Pastorôs Contact Information: 

Office: 781-599-4050 

Parsonage: 781-595-2851 

E-mail: tfcrass@gmail.com 
 

Pastor always available by appointment 

LOOK FOR UPDATES  

in the CHURCH BULLETIN  

and WEEKLY E -NEWS 

 ñThis Week at Graceò 



4 

 

 

Acolyte Schedule: 

 

 

1st Sundayï   
2nd Sunday ïAmy Grace and  

                       Lauren Savia 

3rd SundayïAlex Patten and  

                     Vivian Fabrizio                

4th Sundayï Camryn and Cailyn Davies 

(5th Sunday)- Brian Patten Jr. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

Date Set Up/

Serve 

Bring Food Clean up 

Jan. 29 R. Starbard 

S. Caliento 

D. Fabrizio 

R. Starbard 

S. Caliento 

D. Fabrizio 

J. Norwood 

K. Davies 

R. Starbard 

S. Caliento 

D. Fabrizio 

Feb. 5 P. Mavrelion 

D. Haddon 
P. Mavrelion 

D. Haddon 

M. Malone 

I. Hopkins 

P. Mavrelion 

D. Haddon 

M. Malone 

Feb. 12 B. Francis 

S. Hezekiah 
B. Francis 
S. Hezekiah 

M. Kinney 

L. Patten 

M. Kinney 

L. Patten 

Feb. 19 K.  Erskine 

Pat Teague 

K.  Erskine 

Pat Teague 

M. Shaw 

Ginny Galvin 

 

P. Teague 

M. Shaw 

 

Feb. 26 J. Comeau 

D. Haddon 

J. Comeau 

D. Haddon 

G. McDormand 

B. Widell 

J. Comeau 

D. Haddon 

Mar. 4 L. Hezekiah-Cox 

K. Timlin 

L. Hezekiah-Cox 

K. Timlin 

G. Iudiciana 

S. Saunders 

L. Lorenzen 
K. Timlin 

    

Jan. 29  Joan Comeau   Sarah Caliento and Eunice Blatchford 

Feb. 5  Cyndy Rowe   Pat Teague and Delores Haddon        Cyndy Rowe and Cheryl Robbins 

Feb. 12 Linda Patten   Joan Day and Ginnie Galvin 

Feb. 19  Dana Barclay   Irma Hopkins and Joan Day 

Feb. 26  P. Mavrelion   Marge Murray and Marilyn Shaw 

Mar. 4  L. Hezekiah-Cox  Sarah Caliento and Eunice Blatchford         L. Hezekiah-Cox and Joan Comeau 
 

This is the rotation for the end of January and February.  Please note on your calendar. If you can not attend the Sunday you 

are assigned please contact our office administrator, Chris Alexander at 781-599-4050 as soon as possible so that a 

substitute can be called. If you find you are unable to serve after Friday noon; please call Pastor Ted. 

Nursery Care Volunteers 
Jan. 29-Laurie Hezekiah-Cox 

Feb. 5 -Shelli Hezekiah 

Feb. 12-Sarah Caliento 

Feb. 19-Delores Haddon 

Feb. 26-Katie Rebidue 

Mar. 4-Kristi Rebidue 

January 29, 2012  AM  Megan Johnson 

January 29, 2012  AM  Rick Starbard 

January 29, 2012 PM Sarah Caliento 

January 29, 2012 PM Fred Merk 

   February 5, 2012 Rich Rebidue 

   February 12, 2012 Megan Johnson 

   February 19, 2012 Sarah Caliento 

   February 26, 2012                   Rick Starbard 

   March 4, 2012 Laurie Hezekiah-Cox 

 Is a 
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Thanks to all who baked and bought cookies from 

the "Fellowship Cookie Walk", we made $182.00 

profit, which will be used to replenish supplies 

used during fellowship each Sunday's after 

church. Happy New Year, Sarah Caliento 

Thank you to my Grace Family for the cards, 

thoughts, prayers, visits, and to you all for coming 

to the services for my Aunt, Joyce Green.  My Un-

cle was amazed at the number of church members 

that came to the wake and funeral.  It really meant 

a lot to us.  We pray you all appreciate our thanks 

for everything you did.  I hope to see you all again 

soon,     Love, Val 

 

Dear Grace UMC Family, 
 

Thank you for the generous gifts given to me dur-

ing the holiday season. 
 

I am very grateful for the welcome that you have 

shown my family me during my first year at 

Grace.  It is an honor to be your pastor and to 

walk together in the journey of discipleship. 

Happy New Year to all! 
 

   Grace and peace, 

   Ted. 

 

To all my friends at Grace Church, 
 

Thank you so much for your gener-

ous gift presented to me on Christ-

mas Eve. Although I've said it many 

times before, I feel extremely honored to be Music Di-

rector at Grace Church.  Both of our choirs are very 

dedicated, and the congregation continually shows their 

love and appreciation.  I am fortunate, indeed, to have 

such good and faithful friends at our wonderful 

church.  Best wishes to everyone for a happy, healthy 

New Year! 

   Love, Barbara 

 

A Big Thank Youé 

 

It was very thoughtful of you all during this tight finan-

cial money situation that the State and Federal Govern-

ments were in and with the economy the way it is today 

with most people on fixed incomes.  As workers of the 

Grace United Methodist Church of Lynn, Mass. Both my 

helper Rick Penn and myself would like to thank the 

members of the church for taking the time to give Rick 

Penn and myself a gift for the Holiday season.  You are 

all a very fine group of people to work for and we appre-

ciate the things that you do to show your appreciation of 

the things that we do in our job around Grace Church. 

So once again we say, ñThank Youò   

   Rick Penn and John Spanks. 

 

Dear Grace Congregation: 

 

 Thank you so much for your generous Christmas 

gift to me.  I continue to feel fortunate to be helping with 

Godôs work here in your church. I appreciate all the 

kindness and fellowship which you have extended to me 

over the years.  May God continue to bless all of you 

and Grace church  during this time of new beginnings.

   Sincerely, 

   Chris Alexander 

    

Dear Members of GUMC, 

 

 Thank you so much for the thoughtful and gener-

ous Christmas card.  I feel blessed to have been a part of 

such a kind and welcoming church.  You are all wonder-

ful examples of Godôs love, and a true testament to how 

his work is being carried out in the community.  May 

this be a happy and healthy new year. 

   In Christôs Love, 

   Meredith George 

 
 

Dear Reconciling Friends, 

  

Thank you for your public witness for full inclu-

sion of all Godôs children as well as your gift of 

$250. to Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN). 

You public witness makes a difference growing 

hope right in your neighborhood.  Your generosity 

to the movement for justice through RMN 

ñstrangely warmsò hearts and minds and brings 

us closer to Godôs vision of inclusion for people 

of all sexual orientations and gender identities.   

 

We look forward to sharing good news with you 

as we advance justice in our United Methodist 

Church.  Thank you again for your support of 

RMN.  We will steward your gift with great care. 

    

   In gratitude, 

   Rev. Troy G. Plummer 

   Executive Director 
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More than 20 years 

ago, the Souper 

Bowl of Caring be-

gan with a simple 

prayer from a single 

youth group: 

 

"Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,  

help us to be mindful of those without even a bowl of soup 

to eat." 

 

Since that day, more than $81 million has been raised for 

local charities across the country through Souper Bowl of 

Caring.  It has become a powerful movement that is trans-

forming the time around Super Bowl weekend into the na-

tion's largest celebration of giving and serving. 

 

Be part of this movement by giving generously.   

Your donations may be placed in the Souper Bowl of Car-

ing Pots.   

Checks can be written payable to Grace UMC; please be 

sure include "Souper Bowl of Caring" in the memo line. 

 

Every dollar collected at Grace will be matched by the 

Lynn United Methodist Cluster Ministries and be sent to 

My Brother's Table.               

              ñgo patsò 

"Medleys of Melodies"  
 Spring Musical Review  

Presented by The Gracenotes 

 

Although the Gracenotes have not confirmed the 

date yet our Spring musical revue, we do know it 

will be sometime in the early Spring, and we have 

already started our rehearsals. Oftentimes, when I 

listen to music, I realize how many songs are writ-

ten and sung about certain things....such as 

love....patriotism....even places to travel to. We 

decided this might be a fun show to do, so we're 

putting together some medleys of songs all about 

things that happen in our lives. 

 

We invite anyone and everyone who likes to sing 

to come join us. We rehearse each Sunday night 

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00p.m. and ages run from 4th 

grade through age 100 (or older). 

 

We have a lot of fun; the young people are given 

the opportunity to sing some songs from years 

gone by, and they in turn try to teach me how to 

play some of the newer music (sometimes suc-

cessfully...sometimes not!). We have two 

groups...the dancers, and the chorus, so if you 

think you're not up to dancing the 

"Charleston"...come and sit with the chorus and 

enjoy singing (and watching the dancers). 

 

Our, "The Melodies", will start their rehearsals in 

a couple of months. Their ages range from age 3 

through 3rd grade. 

 

Why not come and join us...we have a great fel-

lowship, and all the money raised at show time 

toward Grace Church. 

 

Feel free to call me if you have any questions at 

(781)595-0615. 

Barbara Moore 

Ink Cartridges Update 
 

Thank you for donating used ink 

cartridges!       Keep óm comin!   

 

Cartridges can be dropped off  in the 

office or outside the office door in the clear 

mailbox.  Thank you!  They really do help defray 

the cost of office supplies. 
 

A Thank You Note from ECCO 

 

ñPlease convey a special ñthank youò to the 

wonderful women who volunteered to help us in 

the kitchen-they were real stalwarts and I know 

things wouldn'tô have gone nearly so smoothly 

(not to mention the clean up going so quickly!) 

without their tremendous efforts. 

 

I am sure there were many ñbehind the scenesò 

people who contributed to the success of this 

event for which we are very grateful. 

 

Best wishes to all at Grace Church for a  

wonderful New Year. 

    Fondly, 

    Debbie Boggs 

    Clerk, ECCO Board 


